D)
Media Release _~—

South African
Weather Service

Private Bag X097, Pretoria, 0001 « Tel: + 27 (0) 12 367 6000 « www.weathersa.co.za * USSD: *120*7297#
8 March 2022

Tropical Storm Gombe heading to Mozambique Channel

Tropical Storm Gombe has just made landfall over northern Madagascar (Figure 1) and is expected to
move into the Mozambique Channel tomorrow, 9 March 2022.

Figure 1: Day Natural Colour RGB satellite image showing current location of Gombe over northern Madagascar on 8 March 2022
at 09h00 SAST. Image © Eumetsat
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Once in the Channel, Gombe is expected to strengthen as a result of the warm sea surface temperatures
(SST) combined with moisture from the ocean. Gombe is forecasted to reach tropical cyclone intensity by
Friday, 11 March 2022, when it is projected to briefly make landfall over northern Mozambique (Figure 2).
This landfall will be short lived, as currently Gombe is once again expected to enter the Mozambique
Channel by Sunday (13 March 2022).
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Figure 2: The latest forecast track for Gombe, as issued by Regional Specialized Meteorological centre (RSMC) La Reunion at
08h00 SAST on 8 March 2022. Source: MeteoFrance

At this stage, Gombe poses no direct threat to South Africa. South Africans can be assured that the South
African Weather Service will continue to closely the situation and issue updates as and when necessary.

The South African Weather Service will continue to closely monitor developments in this regard and will
issue updates as and when necessary.
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