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Monday, 6 February 2023

Cut-off low to bring widespread showers and flooding to
central and eastern South Africa from Wednesday

A cut-off low pressure system is expected to develop over the western interior on Wednesday 8
February 2023, moving into the central interior where it will become quasi-stationary from Thursday
until Saturday before dissipating on Sunday. Ample tropically sourced air will be advected southwards
from northern Namibia and Botswana, where significant rainfall has occurred lately due the presence of
a tropical low called an ‘Africane’. Cut-off lows are notorious for causing severe weather over South
Africa, such as heavy rainfall and flooding. Due to the slow-moving nature of this cut-off low, persistent
rainfall for several days may result in widespread flooding over the central, southern, and eastern parts
of the country.

Figure 1: Satellite image at 06h00 UTC on 6 February 2023 indicating abundance of tropical moisture over Namibia
and Botswana with a developing upper-air trough to the west of South Africa. Source: Eumetsat 2023
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Rainfall for Day 3, Wednesday 08th February 2023
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Rainfall for Day 4, Thursday 09th February 2023

Figure 2: Predicted rainfall probability for South Africa for 8 and 9 February 2023. Source: South African Weather
Service

Rainfall is expected to start in the west today, 6 February, and is expected to slowly spread eastwards
during tomorrow, with heavier showers and thundershowers possible over the interior of the Eastern
Cape during the afternoon and evening. Once the cut-off low develops on Wednesday evening, rainfall
should become widespread, with the possibility of heavy falls in places, over most of the country,
excluding the Western Cape and the western parts of the Northern Cape. Isolated severe thunderstorms
may also develop over the central and southern interior due to cooler air aloft associated with the cut-off
low. Due to the extensive cloud cover associated with this system, cooler daytime temperatures can also
be expected over much of South Africa.

Given that this system is only expected to develop during Wednesday, there is still a fair amount of
uncertainty regarding the rate at which the system will intensify as well as the location and timing of
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possible severe weather phenomena. The South African Weather Service will therefore continue to
monitor any further developments relating to this weather system and will issue subsequent updates as
required. Furthermore, the public are urged and encouraged to regularly follow weather forecasts on
television and radio. Updated information in this regard will regularly be available at
www.weathersa.co.za as well as via the SA Weather Service Twitter account @SAWeatherServic

Compiled by Wayne Venter and edited by William Msimanga, Celeste Fourie and Kevin Rae.
Approved by Mr Tshepho Ngobeni, senior Manager: Disaster Risk Reduction

For technical and weather enquiries:
National Forecasting Centre: Tel: 012 367 6041

Media enquiries: Ms Hannelee Doubell: Manager, Communications; Tel: (012) 367 6104; Cell: 072 222 6305; E-mail:
hannelee.doubell@weathersa.co.za
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Download our WeatherSMART APP free from the App store:
For Apple Smartphones: https://apps.apple.com/za/app/weathersmart/id1045032640
For Android Smartphones: https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=za.co.afrigis.saws.droid.activity&gl=ZA
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https://webmail.weathersa.co.za/owa/redir.aspx?C=p0SGGLWnOUCYvf8j292sEVeQPx4CC9EIqjLO8vi7x-KUJ-L4LHuow53EqfGuIVkJkrkAGJTlbnk.&URL=mailto%3ahannelee.doubell%40weathersa.co.za
https://apps.apple.com/za/app/weathersmart/id1045032640
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=za.co.afrigis.saws.droid.activity&gl=ZA
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For technical and weather enquiries:
National Forecasting Centre: Tel: 012 367 6041
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