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Thursday, 6 July 2023

A cold, wet and windy weekend expected

A strong cold front is expected to reach the Western Cape on Friday evening and move eastwards. This
cold front is expected to result in showers and rain as well as strong winds, cold temperatures,
damaging waves and even some snow.

A cold front, currently situated to the south-west of South Africa (see figure 1) is expected to make
landfall in the Western Cape on Friday evening. This front is anticipated to result in showers and rain from
Friday afternoon in the south-western parts of the Western Cape, spreading to the Northern and Eastern
Cape on Saturday, reaching the eastern parts of both KwaZulu-Natal and Mpumalanga by Sunday.

Figure 1: Day natural colour satellite image showing the cold front currently positioned south-west of South Africa (6
July 2023 at 12h00). Image © Eumetsat (2023)

A significant drop in temperature is expected over the extreme western parts of the country on Friday,
spreading eastwards on Saturday. These cold to very cold temperatures will reach the eastern parts of the
country by Sunday. Along with the drop in temperatures, is the possibility of snowfall in the high lying
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areas over southern Namakwa and the interior of the Western Cape overnight on Friday, spreading to the
mountains in the Eastern Cape and southern Drakensberg by Monday. Disruptive snowfall is possible in

places.
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Figure 2: Numerical weather prediction model data showing maximum temperatures forecasted for a) Friday, 7 July,
b) Saturday, 8 July, c) Sunday, 9 July and d) Monday, 10 July
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Strong winds will also accompany this front across the interior of South Africa this weekend, reaching near
gale force along the coast. Damaging waves are expected along the south-west coast on Friday evening,
spreading eastwards.

The following alerts have been issued (see figure 3):

Yellow level 2: Wind over the interior: strong to near gale force (50 to 70 km/h gusting 80 km/h) north-
westerly winds are expected over the interior of the Western Cape (eastern parts of the Cape Winelands
and Central Karoo) and Southern Namakwa.

Yellow level 2: Damaging waves: The wave heights are expected to increase to 5-7 m from Friday evening
between Saldanha Bay and Cape Agulhas, then spreading along the west and south coast on Saturday,
reaching Port Edward on Sunday.

Orange Level 5: Damaging winds that could result in damage to settlements, properties and temporary
infrastructure are expected over Sarah Baartman District Municipality and the western parts of the Chris
Hani District Municipality on Friday and Saturday.

Yellow Level 4: Damaging winds that could result in damage to settlements, properties and temporary
infrastructure are expected over Joe Ggabi DM, the eastern parts of Chris Hani DM, Amahlathi LM and
Raymond Mhlaba Local Municipalities on Friday and Saturday.

Orange Level 6: Disruptive snow that could result in major mountain passes closed, isolate communities
and loss of livestock is expected over Chris Hani, Joe Gqabi District Municipalities, Matatiele, Umzimvubu,
Raymond Mhlaba and Dr. Beyers Naude (Graaf Reinet) Local Municipalities on Sunday and Monday.

Extremely high fire danger conditions are expected over the Sarah Baartman, Chris Hani and Joe Gqabi
DMs as well as the Nelson Mandela Bay Metro on Friday.

Advisories:
Cold, wet and windy conditions are expected over the interior Western Cape and southern Namakwa.

Very cold conditions are expected across the Eastern Cape on Sunday, with snowfalls possible over the
high lying areas.
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Figure 3: Risk matrix showing warning levels

The South African Weather Service will continue to monitor the situation closely and provide updates
where needed. The public are urged and encouraged to regularly follow weather forecasts on television,
radio as well as social media platforms. Updated information in this regard will regularly be available at
www.weathersa.co.za as well as via the SA Weather Service Twitter account @SAWeatherServic
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For technical and weather enquiries:
National Forecasting Centre: Tel: 012 367 6041

Media enquiries: Ms Hannelee Doubell: Manager, Communications; Tel: (012) 367 6104; Cell: 072 222 6305; E-mail:
hannelee.doubell@weathersa.co.za

USSD: Dial ¥120*7297#; Weather-ready, Climate-smart
Download our WeatherSMART APP free from the App store:

For Apple Smartphones: https://apps.apple.com/za/app/weathersmart/id1045032640
For Android Smartphones: https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=za.co.afrigis.saws.droid.activity&gl=ZA
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