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Tuesday, 13 June 2023

Very cold wet and windy weather to persist over the Cape provinces in
the week ahead.

A well-developed, fast-moving cold front arrives over the Western Cape tomorrow, introducing very
cold and rainy weather to all three of the Cape provinces. In addition, strong, gusty westerly winds over
the interior of Western and Eastern Cape are expected to accompany the passage of the cold front.
Given the dramatic drop in temperature, combined with persistent wet and windy conditions in the
days ahead, small stock farmers are strongly encouraged to take mitigative action at an early stage to
prevent stock losses due to exposure.

Moreover, the arrival of the cold frontal system tomorrow will be the first in a succession of such
systems, expected to pass through the Cape provinces in the week ahead, on an almost daily basis.
Cold, windy conditions with occasional showers will therefore be a persistent feature of the weather
over the southern half of the country, continuing until well after the long weekend.

The latest output from Numeric Weather Prediction (NWP) models, in particular the Unified Model (UM)
(refer Figure 1 below) suggest that heavy rainfall may occur over parts of Western Cape tomorrow
Wednesday, 14 June, persisting on Thursday, 15 June. Typically, the presence of higher topography and
especially mountainous areas tends to markedly enhance local rainfall through orographic uplift. The
western, or windward, side of hills and mountains of the Western and Northern Cape can therefore
expect to receive upwards of 100 mm of rainfall on Wednesday, with further significant rainfall of the
order of 50 mm or more, persisting on Thursday. This NWP guidance has prompted the SAWS to issue a
Level 6 Orange warning for disruptive rainfall, expected to affect particularly the Cape Town CBD and
Metropole as well as the Winelands area (see additional details below).

Strong, gusty winds (possibly gusting beyond gale-force) are anticipated over much of the interior of
Western Cape and Eastern Cape tomorrow and Thursday. High-sided vehicles travelling along major roads
and highways could be at risk of being severely buffeted by crosswinds. Drivers of such vehicles are
encouraged to reduce speed and to exercise due caution in this regard.
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Figure 1: Numerically modelled 24-hour rainfall in mm, based on the Unified Model (UM), valid for Wednesday, 14 June and
Thursday, 15 June 2023 (at top left and top right respectively). (Source: SAWS)

Strong to gale force winds are expected to occur along the Western Cape coast between Saldanha Bay and
Plettenberg Bay on Wednesday and Thursday, combined with very rough sea conditions of 4,5 to 5,0 m,
which will lead to difficulty in navigation at sea and may cause problems for small marine vessels.

The following Impact-Based weather warnings have been issued by the South African Weather Service
(SAWS):

A Yellow Level 2 Warning for disruptive rain leading to localised flooding of roads and settlements can be
expected over the southern West coast, south-eastern Cape Winelands and western Overberg districts on
Wednesday and Thursday (14-15/06/2023). Impacts may include difficult driving conditions and minor
motor vehicle accidents due to slippery roads.

An Orange Level 6 Warning for disruptive rain leading to major disruption of traffic flow can be expected
over the City of Cape Town and most parts of Cape Winelands on Wednesday and Thursday (14-
15/06/2023). Impacts may include flooding of roads and settlements and damage to property and
infrastructure.

A Yellow Level 1 Warning for damaging wind that could result to localised damage in property, disruption
to roads and localised power and communication interruptions is expected over Joe Ggabi DM, Chris Hani
DM, Sarah Baartman DM, Ngqushwa LM, Raymond Mhlaba LM, Nelson Mandela Bay, as well as the coast

between Oyster Bay and Kei Mouth.

A Yellow level 2 warning for damaging waves is expected along the coast between Plettenberg
Bay and Mazeppa Bay, resulting in localised disruption of ports or harbours for a period of time
with some vessels being at risk of taking on water and capsizing.

Furthermore, members of the public are encouraged to regularly follow weather forecasts on television,
radio as well as social media platforms. Updated information in this regard will regularly be available at
www.weathersa.co.za as well as via the SA Weather Service Twitter account @SAWeatherServic
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For technical and weather enquiries:
National Forecasting Centre: Tel: 012 367 6041

Media enquiries: Ms Hannelee Doubell: Manager, Communications;
hannelee.doubell@weathersa.co.za

USSD: Dial ¥120*72974#; Weather-ready, Climate-smart

Download our WeatherSMART APP free from the App store:

Tel:

(012)

367 6104; Cell:

For Apple Smartphones: https://apps.apple.com/za/app/weathersmart/id1045032640

072 222 6305; E-mail:

For Android Smartphones: https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=za.co.afrigis.saws.droid.activity&gl=ZA

Public document Document Reference: CS-CMS-LETT-003

Page 3 of 3


https://webmail.weathersa.co.za/owa/redir.aspx?C=p0SGGLWnOUCYvf8j292sEVeQPx4CC9EIqjLO8vi7x-KUJ-L4LHuow53EqfGuIVkJkrkAGJTlbnk.&URL=mailto%3ahannelee.doubell%40weathersa.co.za
https://apps.apple.com/za/app/weathersmart/id1045032640
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=za.co.afrigis.saws.droid.activity&gl=ZA

