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28 January 2022 

An update on the observed summer rainfall to date and the expected rainfall for the remainder of the 

summer season 

The mid-summer season started off with above-normal rainfall over almost the entire country during 

December 2021 (Figure 1). These rainfall conditions continued into the first twenty days of January 2022 

(Figure 2 and 3) over the larger part of the country, with the exception of most of the coastal regions. 

The wetter than normal summer rainfall season so far can mostly be ascribed to the presence of the current 

La Niña event. 

 

Figure 1: Percentage of normal rainfall for December 2021. Blue shades are indicative of above-normal rainfall and the darker 

yellow shades of below-normal rainfall. 
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Figure 2: As for Figure 1, but for the first ten days of January 2022. 

 

Figure 3: As for Figure 2, but for the second ten days of January 2022. 
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The current La Niña event is predicted to weaken towards the end of the summer season and ENSO neutral 

conditions are expected to set in during autumn. In the most recent set of seasonal rainfall predictions (both 

locally and internationally), the expected rainfall over South Africa for the remainder of this summer 

indicates enhanced probabilities for below-normal rainfall over the summer rainfall region, except over 

parts of the eastern interior, where the predicted rainfall outcome is uncertain (Figure 4, left).  

 

Figure 4: Rainfall predictions for the February-March-April (left), March-April-May (middle) and April-May-June (right) 2022 

seasons. 
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Figure 5: Assessment of rainfall forecasts for February-March-April (left), March-April-May (middle) and April-May-June (right) 

made in the month of January as represented by the Relative Operating Characteristic (ROC) curve for above-normal rainfall (top 

row) and below-normal rainfall (bottom row). 

 

Compiled by Dr Christien Engelbrecht; Lead Scientist: Long-range Forecasting 

Enquiries: 

christien.engelbrecht@weathersa.co.za  
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USSD: Dial *120*7297#; Weather-ready, Climate-smart 

Download our WeatherSMART APP free from the App store:  
 
For Apple Smartphones: https://apps.apple.com/za/app/weathersmart/id1045032640 
For Android Smartphones: https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=za.co.afrigis.saws.droid.activity&gl=ZA 

https://apps.apple.com/za/app/weathersmart/id1045032640
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=za.co.afrigis.saws.droid.activity&gl=ZA

