
 

 

Media release 

 

 

Private Bag X097, Pretoria, 0001 • Tel: + 27 (0) 12 367 6000 • www.weathersa.co.za • USSD: *120*7297# 

Certified for 
Excellence 

Board Members: Ms Nana Magomola (Chairperson), Dr Phillip Dexter (Deputy Chairperson), Adv Derick 
Block, Mr David Lefutso, Dr Mphekgo Maila, Ms Kelebogile Moroka-Mosia, Ms Sally Mudly-Padayachie, Dr 
Thuli Khumalo (DEFF Rep), Mr Itani Phaduli, Ms Feziwe Renqe. Mr Mnikeli Ndabambi (acting CEO). 
Company Secretary: Ms Thandi Zide 

 
 Medrel20Jan2021  C&RS-CC-LETT-CB-Medrel.2020.2 

 

          20 January 2021 

UPDATE ON TROPICAL STORM “ELOISE” 

 

“Eloise” is currently situated over the northern parts of Madagascar, expected to move south-westwards 

and enter the Mozambique Channel tomorrow, 21 January 2021. Once entering these warm waters, 

“Eloise” is expected to intensify further, reaching Intense Tropical Cyclone intensity on Saturday, just 

before making landfall around Vilankulos, Mozambique that evening (Fig.1).  

Figure 1: Forecasted track of “Eloise” issued by the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) Regional Specialized 

Meteorological Centre (RSMC) La Reunion (MeteoFrance). Image courtesy of RSMC: La Reunion 
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As “Eloise” makes landfall, storm surge, excessive rain and very destructive winds (166-213 km/h) are 

expected along the Mozambique coastline and adjacent interior.  

What does this mean for South Africa?  

After making landfall, “Eloise” is expected to track further south-westwards (Fig. 1) towards the border of 

South Africa and Mozambique. While overland, weakening is expected to take place, however, extreme 

rainfall is still expected over southern Mozambique, the eastern lowveld and escarpment of Limpopo and 

Mpumalanga Provinces as well as northern KwaZulu-Natal in South Africa on Sunday, 24 January 2021 and 

continuing into Monday, 25 January 2021. Possible impacts as a result of all this rain include widespread 

flooding, damage to roads and bridges as well as possible displacement of affected communities.  

This system is likely to result in Gauteng and North West provinces also receiving some rainfall on Monday 

and Tuesday, however at this stage such rainfall is not expected to be of an extreme or damaging nature 

or result in the impacts mentioned above.  

It is important to note that the accurate prediction of the track (or path) of tropical weather 

disturbances is very challenging indeed. Tropical weather systems are notorious for their often erratic 

and unpredictable movement. SAWS will therefore continue to closely monitor this system and will keep 

the public advised via regular updates across a variety of media platforms.   

 

Compiled by Elizabeth Viljoen and edited by Ezekiel Sebego and Kevin Rae. 

For technical and weather enquiries: 
National Forecasting Centre:  Tel: 012 367 6041 

Media enquiries: Ms Hannelee Doubell: Manager, Communications; Tel: (012) 367 6104; Cell: 072 222 6305;      E-mail: 
hannelee.doubell@weathersa.co.za 

USSD: Dial *120*7297#; Weather-ready, Climate-smart 

Download our WeatherSMART APP free from the App store:  
 
For Apple Smartphones: https://apps.apple.com/za/app/weathersmart/id1045032640 
For Android Smartphones: https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=za.co.afrigis.saws.droid.activity&gl=ZA 
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