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Sunday, 11 July 2021  

 
Wet, windy and cold conditions from this Monday     

  
Strong winds are expected on Monday across the Cape provinces and may result in property damage in 
some areas, following the arrival of a strong cold front (Figure 2). This cold front will cause gale force 
winds between Cape Columbine and Cape Agulhas and significant wave heights, from a south-westerly 
direction, picking up to between 4.5 and 6.5 m between Hondeklip Bay and Cape Agulhas during the 
morning hours, which is expected to spread along the south coast to Plettenberg Bay in the afternoon.   
 
 
 

 
Figure 1: 24-hour rainfall accumulation in mm for Monday, 12 July 2021. Source: GFS model.   
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Figure 2: Predicted position of cold front (indicated by a barbed blue line) at 14h00SAST on Monday, 12 July over the interior of 

the Western Cape province, with corresponding predicted wind speeds in knots. Source: UM (SAWS)   

  
These adverse weather conditions coincide with spring tides, where high tides reach levels higher than 
normal. Therefore, large waves will reach further up the shoreline, particularly during high tides 
(approximately 05h00-06h00/ 17h00-18h00) for both Monday and Tuesday. This may result 
in localised infrastructure damage along the Western Cape coastline, as well as difficulty in navigation at 
sea for small vessels, with the likelihood of vessels taking on water and possibly capsizing.  
   
With rainfall amounts expected to be in the region of 30 to 40 mm (Figure 1), flooding incidents are likely 
over the western areas of the Western Cape. General rainfall is also expected over the remainder of the 
Western Cape, the western areas of the Northern and Eastern Cape.  
   
Very cold conditions are also expected to set in (as shown in Figure 3 below), with daytime temperatures 
plummeting to below 10 °C over the western mountains of the Western Cape as well as the southern high 
ground of the Northern Cape - these are the areas where there is a possibility of snowfalls which may be 
as deep as 5 to 15 cm over the western mountains in the Western Cape Province, as well as on the 
southern high ground of the Northern Cape. These conditions may lead to a loss of vulnerable livestock 
and crops, particularly on Monday.  
   
The coastal winds will moderate on Tuesday, with wave heights subsiding from the west while the cold 
front moves to the central provinces of South Africa, introducing cold conditions to these areas. However, 
it will become very cold over the southern areas of the Northern Cape as well as the interior of the 
Western and Eastern Cape provinces. The public should take note that significant and widespread frost is 
expected over the western and central interior from Wednesday through to Friday.  
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Figure 3: Predicted maximum temperatures for Tuesday (13 July 2021): Source (SAWS)  

  
The South African Weather Service has issued the following WARNINGS:   
  
A. Yellow Level 4 Warning for Rain leading to flooding (formal/informal settlements) is expected over the 
City of Cape Town, Witzenberg, Drakenstein, Stellenbosch and Theewaterskloof municipalities (W-Cape) 
on Monday (12/07/2021).  
   
B. Yellow Level 4 Warning for Snow leading to possible loss of livestock/crops is expected for southern 
Namakwa (N-Cape), Cederberg, Witzenberg, Breede Valley municipalities (W-Cape) from Monday 
afternoon into early Tuesday morning, spreading to the eastern Garden Route Monday night into Tuesday 
afternoon (12-13/07/2021).  
   
C. Yellow Level 2 Warning for Wind resulting in possible localised infrastructure damage over the southern 
Namakwa (N-Cape), Central Karoo (W-Cape) on Monday including the coastal areas between Cape 
Columbine and Cape Agulhas Monday morning, spreading to Plettenberg Bay in the afternoon, subsiding 
on Tuesday (12-13/07/2021).  
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D. Yellow Level 2 Warning for Waves resulting in difficulty in navigation at sea between Hondeklip Bay and 
Cape Agulhas on Monday morning spreading to Plettenberg Bay by evening, subsiding by Tuesday 
afternoon (12-13/07/2021).  
   
The South African Weather Service will continue to monitor any further developments relating to this 
weather system and will issue subsequent updates as required. Furthermore, the public are urged and 
encouraged to regularly follow weather forecasts on television and radio. Updated information in this 
regard will regularly be available at www.weathersa.co.za as well as via the SA Weather Service Twitter 
account @SAWeatherServic  
 
Compiled by Wayne Venter and Kate Turner.  
Edited by Puseletso Mofokeng and Kgolo Mahlangu.  
 

 

For technical and weather enquiries:  
National Forecasting Centre:  Tel: 012 367 6041  
 
Media enquiries: Ms Hannelee Doubell: Manager, Communications; Tel: (012) 367 6104; Cell: 072 222 6305;      E-
mail: hannelee.doubell@weathersa.co.za  

USSD: Dial *120*7297#; Weather-ready, Climate-smart  

Download our WeatherSMART APP free from the App store:   
For Apple Smartphones: https://apps.apple.com/za/app/weathersmart/id1045032640  

For Android Smartphones: https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=za.co.afrigis.saws.droid.activity&gl=ZA  
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